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50+ Common Arabic Adjectives for Beginners

1. Size and Shape Adjectives

English

Masculine Feminine Fansliceration Cultural Notes

Meaning

Common for describing houses, objects, or

=S 3,8 kabir / kabirah big, large people.
Ja dyua  saghir / saghirah small, little Used for children, pets, or objects.
3ok i ok tawil / tawilah tall, long Describes height or length.

b Bumad  qasir/ qasirah short Often used for people or hair length.
o S day e ‘arid/ ‘aridah wide Describes roads, tables, or clothing.

(dma Aun dayyiq / dayyigah narrow Useful for streets or clothing.

g A 44 da’irl/ da’irfyah round Common for objects like plates or wheels.
& day ya murabba / square Shapes in everyday objects.

murabba‘ah
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Example Sentences:

Masculine  Feminine [ansliteration Enghsl.l Cultural Notes
Translation
oS G 1 — hadha bayt kabir This is a big house. Describing homes.
B ka2 hadhihi sayyarah . Feminine noun requires feminine
— . - This is a small car. .
8 yua saghirah adjective.
Jash da — al-rajul tawil The man is tall. Talking about height.
The little girl is

— 8_mad AlikY  al-tiflatu qasirah Gender agreement.

short.

Masculine Feminine I ansliceration English Meaning Cultural Notes
sl ¢l »a  ahmar/hamra’ red Clothing, fruits, cars.
3. s, azraq/ zarqa’ blue Sky, water, clothes.
Al slda  asfar/safra’ yellow Fruits, sun.
padl gl pad  akhdar / khadra’ green Plants, vegetables.

3 g slagw  aswad/sawda’ black Clothing, animals.
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s sbaw  abyad/bayda’ white Objects, paper, clothing.
= 43y bunni / bunniyah brown Hair, furniture.
(L 4M& 5 burtuqali / burtugaliyah  orange Fruits, decoration.

Example Sentences:

Masculine Feminine | iaosliccration  English Translation Cultural Notes

YN E I — al-sayyarah ahmar The car is red. Vehicle colors.
— s\8 ) slasdl  al-sama’ zarqad’ The sky is blue. Weather/scenery.

Sl (aadl) — al-qamis asfar The shirt is yellow.  Clothing colors.

— s) wad 83,8l al-wardah khadra’ The flower is green.  Plants or leaves.

3. Personality and Character Adjectives

(S 48 dhaki / dhakiyah smart, intelligent ~Compliment politely.
o A ghabi / ghabiyah stupid, silly Use carefully; can insult.
gkl dadt  [afif/ latifah kind, nice Everyday interactions.

X Aaadg wagqih / waqihah rude, impolite Manners.
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gl dslad  shuja’ /shuja‘ah  brave Compliment courage.
aila ZEHEN kha'if / kha'ifah = scared, afraid Express caution/fear.
Jema dusua  sabir/sabiirah  patient Valued trait in culture.
Jdoms dgus  kasiil /kasiilah  lazy Casual speech.

Example Sentences:

[anslicerition English Translation Cultural Notes

g53 diyva — sadiquka dhaki Your friend is smart. Common compliment.
— due &Ll a]-talibah ghabiyah  The student is silly.  Feminine form.

bl alaal) — al-mu‘allim latif The teacher is kind.  Male teacher.
— didal daleall  al-mu‘allimah latifah The teacher is kind.  Female teacher.
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4. Temperature and Feelings Adjectives

Masculine Feminine | ianslitcration  English Meaning Cultural Notes
Ja IBIEN har / harah hot Weather, food, drinks.
Lk 33k barid / baridah cold Weather, drinks.
S damw  sa‘ld / sa‘idah happy Express emotions.
G~ EERN hazin / hazinah sad Mood or situations.
Ul 4 Ay marid / maridah sick Health-related conversations.
ada ds23a  mut‘ab/mut‘abah tired Daily use.
cla dala ja’i'/ja’i‘ah hungry Daily life.
Glddas 4like  “atshan / ‘atshanah thirsty Practical for beginners.

L U — ana sa'1d I am happy. Expressing personal feelings.
— 8aaw Ul ana sa‘idah [ am happy. Female speaker.
psdll o ikl — al-tags har al-yawm The weather is hot today. Talking about daily weather.

— 83 @y dal)  al-mashrib baridah  The drink is cold. Feminine noun example.
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5. Taste and Quality Adjectives

Masculine Feminine English Meaning Cultural Notes

LY 3L8  Jadhidh /ladhidhah delicious Describing food politely.

£ (o A sayyi’ / sayyi ah bad, poor Food, service, experiences.
b dajla tazaj / tazajah fresh Vegetables, fruits, bread.
udad PERZY nazif / nazifah clean Rooms, clothes, objects.
s 3.y wasikh / waskhah  dirty Practical daily use.

&l dagyw sari' /sari‘ah fast Service, transport, processes.
5 Ak bati’ / batt ah slow Traffic, service, movement.

Masculine Feminine [ ianslitcration  English Translation Cultural Notes
30 alakal) — al-ta’am ladhidh  The food is delicious. Complimenting food.
— da i Qglal)  al-tawilah nazifah The table is clean. Household or restaurant use.
& o pataal) — al-mat‘am sayyi’ The restaurant is bad. Critique politely.

— 43 jUa 4¢sWll  a]-fakihah tazajah The fruit is fresh. Market or home use.
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